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An Educational Map for Needlepoint

Greetings, confreres in canvas —

Remember the MicroSoft Internet Explorer television ad that says “Where do you want to go today?” It reminds
me of my early days as a member of ANG, when I was anxious to learn but had no idea what there was to learn,
what I wanted to learn, or how to learn it. Through the years, first as program director for the Gateway Chapter
and then as Director for Educational Services for ANG, members have approached me with the same sort of
confusion. The fact is that we have a wealth of learning opportunities in ANG — in fact, almost too much.

Using the ANG definitions of stitching proficiency, my own ideas about what a stitcher should know, and the
information available in the ANG Education Directory and Web site, I’ve attempted to lay out an educational
plan. I haven’t included the many opportunities in EGA’s Education Directory and Web site or those listed on
independent web sites that offer cyberclasses and the like.

I hasten to say that not all members will or should care about this “map”. There are many reasons for joining
ANG, and not everyone wants the pressure of feeling that they’re in school again. For those who are so inclined,
this table can help you sort through ANG’s current offerings and to make sensible decisions based on what you
want to learn. It might even help you assess if an opportunity not on the list would be of interest to you.

No curriculum can exist without controversy, and I expect that some of you will have better ideas about the
content of this table. If so, please let me know! It can only improve with diverse input.

Denise Beusen

About the author: Denise has served on the Board of the St. Louis Gateway Chapter ANG as Newsletter Editor,
Program Director, and President. In 2002, she chaired the ANG Workshop By Mail program, and in 2003-2004
served as the ANG Director for Educational Services. She is a contributor to the 2002 ANG Chapter Handbook,
and the 2003 and 2005 ANG Chapter Project Books. She welcomes your comments and questions at
denise(@beusen.net.
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